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ho svato;u ot U.4 rolling, now uo Ion re:;;Mm

oTuPt "J corruptiur. and in hea of «n enLg&iencd
Li .-.wtomuic policy oq this wsbjecK the wu.do system
of internal improvement* in this State ha, degenerated
i, - mere contest among the people s r«ra«enfci ir«

.: ;.n ,ho east and west, in which he is most distinguished
, has obtained tho largest share for h» constituents

Thi* Ins resulted, in part, from the uniform opposition
-ome «f the tide-water representative* to all appro-

«ria:ioas for »ueh works; ami hence dso, toe eastern

u«M.->rit v in '.he house of deletes » -2. Tnose from

the ea-t in favor o: a different p-dicy (a majonfv of

wh..m v re from the Piedmont district.) e;v.:.d nor. w:-h-

with tho w.-sr. carry nut tuoir fchemcs ;

"... ... -il-eadv civen. thev were. in a nieas-
":i1" I^d"to propitiate tho P"b,ic sentiment ..f

r;:.ir Utii^f- taking to th.Wyes the lions

«.; -v iui 1 .i speii^ni- here an ! tnere n tew crumbs Ml

..ti.c-i- M-ctions of the State. What Has been the cuase-

Cilice/ V.uat great works havo been c .mpb-ted s

o;;t« road connecting wirh tl. into

ri -'r. A large amount has b<-t-n wasted in ]v-rt.. ku-a'i
rove men?*. and in works which carry off onr pe

; .'u~ rrn le toother States; and Marvland. Taking aii-

'.airnge of our sunineness, hj»s emei "t Of" w: 11:

ir i-f It,¦<¦*?. and made a laige por'°f '"|u"

tr::*utarv to her own aggr:'.n>ii;:fciri«-Pt. W o have >uo-

r-: large..urns f'-r works ctatf-arati*. ¦'/ 'wit ,:nd
" and -:n the mean t>m? that ::rea. wvrk ;....-

i :»v ..ieorge Washington has Ian j-.'-Leu ; i.n* Ifen

the en'Tij'v of that great man (Joseph Cabell) who for h

long time stood at its hca«, enabled that work to mo'u- j
taiu iis existence to this day ; .m l it is only w*rhm the I

la.*? \?;o wars that we have had an appropriation to

c aaect the Jamea River and Kanawha Canal with the
water, "'e.'i, now, of the large- sum expended lor j

internal improvement. I und that bat f703,000 haw

been expended on tide-water; of which #450.000 have j
have been suuk in the Portsmouth and Roanoke Rail-
mul. I iook at, Morfolk : I examine her harbor; I t;nd
>ise has no commerce: i and that the vess.-ls built there
are compelled to go elsewhere to tind cargoes, hecause j
there were no cargoes to meet thera there. I see the

effects of this system; and am I to be told that I betray
the interests of my constituents, that 1 violate their ex-

p; ess will. when, iookinc upon this subject in this lujht.
j fit I that it i< time, when we make a constitution, that J

ire should seek some means by which th* i;r<-at duty of
this State, of openi-sf tho west anu bringing the com-;

tnerce to our ports, shall ho made a constitutional duty
upon the legislative power of this Commonwealth f j
bha'l I be told that 1 am insensible to the in it-rests of j
the east, and of \ irginia, when 1 say. as far as I am |
concerned, nor.- that a system of internal improvements !
i« acknowledged by ali to be the fixed system of Yir-
ginia. that if we are to bo burdened with taxation, we
ought to seek such improvements a* wiil repav us in
l-'Mctits ? Am I to be toid that I am disregarding my
j»!edges. wher. I say that. ao far as taxation is to be ap- j
j>r« hended from the expenditure for internal improve-
metits, if we were to be taxed to onr-ha'f the value of!
our lat.d. provided the great object of uniting the east!
and the west is accomplished, (and if this had booiuione
long sine*, as it ought to have been, this districting and
u»'**i»pp/ controverey would uo» have arisen here,) the;
peopie will be able to bear it. because thoy will therebv
a> .ui;e tho me.^ns by w' i--h they can pav it. In view
of these facts, tue great subject i>f taxation and danger
front taxation from the desire of the west to unite the
east and tiie west, is not a reason xvhv mv constituents
.-iv.uld require a largt> majority to be retained »a the
hands of those who declare oa this tloor that thev and
their constituents have no interest in internal inipmve-
r.j.jts at all. These are opinions I have not hesitated !
t" express. But do I abandon mv principles ? I come '

here as an advocate of the mixed-b?sis principle; 1 am j
i*juud to maintaiu it, b^caus< 1 believe it to lv the will
of my constituents ; 1 maintain It, localise, as far as I'
uader#taa<l and can grasp this great subject. I believe !
"t is the true principle, und ot;-' which shou'J inve peace
ad s'fetv to the commonwealth. Now alio"me to sav

I come here as a Virernian. Ono of the must serious!
Ejections 1 have always ha<l to tho constitution of Vir-!
.Inia is, that it has cut up this State into sections, j
While I look always to the interests of my constituents,
i wi-h here to know no Tide-water, to kuow no Pied-!
« 'jo Valley, and uo T-ans-Ali«ghany; but to know
i..^:n all by the blessed name of Virginia, the land of
':r Wa^hicct u. I came hore. if I could, to abolish
*.;*;so distinctions ; aye, to b'.ot tljem out.tho word av
:i<>nd from Loudoui. (Mr. Cartel) suggests.to trame.,
fit be practicable, a constitution whtJ-i wil! mak" us

dl forget that there is any Alleghany or an-. JJ'u

P.ilgc. and which shall level thesePyrer.ee*. v'..jn<it
:his be done! :ow I ask my western friends tr> ou-

.i: *r how thoy ure here. They corno here under ft law
which a gentleman in my eye Mr. Pkick has attempted
... *how.I will not say how successfully.was framed
f .- the purpose of securing to the east on this rio-ir r.

majority of M;ose who advocate the mixed basin. l>ev
ae hire aH acknowledge to the full extent the obli-

of the representative to obey the will of his con-

and represent thai will. Do we not stand in
same position f Do not those gentlemen know, un-

irT'-.in :inq- the obligations of the represectativ* to his
^.r?»:;r:«nts. that those who come here as the advocates
::m mixed bads. if they should abandon their ground.
" u!d be violating; the first duty of th« representative i

e-ibmit to them, in sxll candor, as brethren, friends and
.radical whether they should have come to this
".invention at a!i. if they meant to come here and de-
r.if.d, positively and categorically, at our hands, that

.should surrender to thein the principle which thev
i iv wate, and which they say their people demand, and
tviiich we of the east could not grant, except at the sa-

*:5ce of our personal honor ? I am sure they are prac-
:Icnl men; I kno^v them to be such. In this thing the
; k>u is, what can be done? "We all have one coin

end and aim. and that i«, to establish a government
.a Lieh iiall protect the iiifresto and rights of all; that

every man frel that he is living under a just
government. But tn*>re is a wide field of dif¬

ference between us. Here are a people unfortunately
iiivi i- j by factional lin.'s.on one side saving that ?h-%
0 to have one thing, and on thi* other side saying
*ua: they must have another thing. Why, is it possible
ia.i* in an assembly of Virginians, in sn aswenibivof!

men as I see before me, there i* not enough of a

spirit- of country and patriotism, of l<»ve fur Virginia. i>f|
t::: tual confidence-ubsisting between cneh other, >othat!
ti.« !se difficulties can be reconciled and compromised, j
rithoui a sacrifice of principle. I "h:nk it may It- done..
.. :d therefore 1 say now, that I r.m one ot'th<'S.» ?"litk-1

who would think it mv chief glor* if eorjld be uu

I'.jble instrument. F care net r«~ humbi*. if the hum-
[>!<.>! in the rank*, in having !. nt my voice t ¦> the great!
.ViTK of conciliating these diKervnce*. restoring r'ia;

[,tuu;c .uiu hariaony s«. desirable. and pre-ectmj to tin.
world Virginia as one and i w«naraU<\ no-.\ and f« :v;v-r.

1 am f"r compromising this difficulty, not for abandon-,
'p» the principle which I maintained when I came h- re.j
Though the advocate of a miioil basis, I did not eome |
t- re under any obligation to vote for fourteen or sixteen j
!;ijoritv, six majority, »r any other given majority. I

>;-M for no such purpose. I never heard of fourteen
ni.iijritT, until I saw In plan A of the committee that
*v,MjJd be the majority. "When I spoke of the mixed
tiv-is.I confess my ignorance in arowing it.I could
n<>: have informed one of my constituents, the day that
I left home to come here, iu what manner this sum would
i* worked out. What I want is to give the people of
tn-T. rn Virginia, western Virginia.in fine, the people

the whole State, a representation that shall make J
-v man feel that ho is secure in his person, property,

r:M in his means of acquiring and enjoying happiness, j
if .--stern gentlemen will come forward to this great |
wcrk. and ra*et us in a spirit of brotherly love, and

w a disposition to yield as much as we think they
< yield without abandoning their principles and the;

..t ends which they have in view, I say that they j
~i.:b? home to their constituents and receive the j
:._;:;«'»i> of " Well done, good and faitiiful s*rrvaots."j
. '.i p-op!e rsnnot expect their representatives to do j
"".a: is irpo«*ibl<>. They arc too high-minded and hon-!

a?>if to desire that their representatives should achieve
; 'T'lr.n the word\ h triumph, at the expensed the:
nor of eastern gentlemen who stand pledged to their

^ '- 'r.den-? i.i ij(i for the mixed basis. I cannot believe, j
." tpoti this people and their representatives as!
V'A": .d tr.«r.. thev can expect more than obtain a con

r'.i" ! '*'iil bear upon its face the proof that
r-. ";"'s isaj lx>cn conceded by tbe east that their;

iu.:jfVi and that we ask nothing but
"lu '..<,l'iniitu>ii of our constituents, will gi^e us
' """*e ;l security Like tho gentleman from Ueurico,!
¦ 1-. ? I sta id here ready to consider any j
!. ,;/'*::5n r'' C'unpjnmise not incousistent with the

j 1 advacate*. and which western gentlemen may
¦ .;-:??"° accede to. How I shall vote upon the plan
jL.." by that gentleman, or any other gentle-

«ay, until 1 know what the proposition is. .'

that I am happy to believe that I

t' P- ""O; x rcasti"tueucv w!>o are willing to confide to

'x~*/''iVf;:ion. and" who have sent me here to do a
' 1 fr.*»ni the very nature of the case, they could

:'c' 'C^ii.vlves. But if the views here presented and
'u <* iajay ^ivc i»I:»tll dissatisfy the great body of

^.VK'Taeau, and if th#y ?e?l that they hare the right j
^

^""ice* of >omc other mstf -ybo "will go further

ma!' ¦

' 'n representing faithfully their wishes, no j
J i*";'Wlr'' ;"°r«s gladly surrender the commission with j

11- h::vf becu honored than myself. I invite tiiej
°- those who m-at me here to these remarks, j

TV-" J na^ pref<»rred giving a fuller exposition of my j
-C T "°2 1ae»tion, and would bare none so, but for
v-« u»oate on this floor on Sitprday, and what haa oc-'

mimmn rin x zxx^

currod here to-day, which in my judgment _
demanded

an immediate explanation of my j»o>itioti in relation;
tn it; auil yet would forbid me, indebted as I am to the
courtesy-nf my frieud from Aceomac for the permission
to address the Convention, fn-m saying more than was!
necessary to explain the result, of my reflection on the'
subject referred to. 1 t-ru*t enough lias been sni.i for
thij purpose. I come to reflect the will of my constitu-
ent-; and 1 have given to tliU subject t he best* rxiwers of
my mind. Jf my c<>Hf-titi;< nt* feel that in the formation
ft" my opinions their wishes aru uot represented, if thev
feel that 1 am misrepresenting them in proclaiming these
views, why i should fear that there was itueha spirit, in
.tiy constituency ju- made them averse to u poiiov and
measure which might have a tendency t<. allay thJscnn-1
happy discords, and hind us togcthei in filings of;
fi j« ndship mid harmony. No mnn here would tuoi..
uecifuHv submit himself tn tbeii villi and, unlike the

i'«-nt!c:::an from *he oily of Richmond, (Mr. 1-vuvs.) alio*,*
us-.' to say. that il ;itiii*r.' were deliberately .-

hslrnrt «».»r*# vote ibr tb \* 'lite baait, t-.cc<>\ to «
i-:.".< <if "»"!. e-i-T^ ntive resro-wibiiit," a 1 ;i>v viee.
that qws*: >o. f wo.dd no-* v I u.at 1 was di aoiioriL ¦;

my self fey obey inj; their will.
Mr. LYONS. May I ask tho tneroljer fro.n s'

(Mr. TAVLon)oue single question. whether he would per- j
mit himself to vote for ihtit which he considered as either j
anti republican or wrong in itself; and whether he would
retain his seat, and vote under instructions? My opin-
i"i: is, irrespective of the question uf slavery entirely.
that the bads of numbers w<mid effectually overthrow
republican government.

Mr. TAYLOR. I would never allow my constituents,
or anybody else, to impose upon me a task the perform¬
ance of which would compromise my honor mid integrity.
I am not in the habit of denouncing the opinions enter¬
tained by so largj a body of people and by so large a

number uf this body, by the application of epithets. I j
do not know why, (f n-y constituents believed that the
white basis was the true principle of n presentation, the
principle which they required should be carried out. that
I should not be bound to pre that vi,te ; believing, as i!
do, ihat by doing I would neither compromise my
d'gnity or independence. My friend from Halifax, (Mr.'
Edmcniw.) in the able argnmenl he addressed to the
committee, stated thai the people, but for the restrictions1
of the federal constitution, would have a right to estab-'
lish a monarchy; and I do ?;>>t know why. if they pos-'
jessed this rigut. they would not have the right to re- |
quire their representatives to carry out their will; and
i:i the case supposed, I should think they had the right
to uik this at my hands.
Mr. 'VISE. I have heard, with interest, the gentle¬

man's explanation. We have, indeed, got into a «ery
interesting session. Ore of our religious societies, I
believe, arc in the habit of holding what arc called
.. love leasts" and "ban meetings." Now this is not
n '.-an meeting; we are not here to tell each other oi
our sins, and call upon each other to make confession,
but 1 hope it is a love feast. We are. beginning to sec

Italy; we are beginning to hear of compromise; we are

beginning to get nearer and nearer together. 1 feer, ifj
my trie,;d from the city of Richmond (Mr. Ltoxs holds
the sentiment® he has just uttered, lie will ha\e to he
instructed by his constituents. I care not what scnti-
ments are offered upon this subject; but 1 mean to put
to him, distinctly, the question, upon what ground he
r^s declared.for I understand he has made the decla¬
ration.that to commit lite governmental power of is
State into thu hauls of a majority of the voters at the
polis, with a representation in the legislature corres¬

ponding with their majority at the polls, would be in¬
imical to property, and inimical to personal liberty, or

eithe; r That is my question.
Mr. LYONS, i'will answer that question, nnd I can

do It without much difficulty. As to qualified voters, I
do not consider that it amounts to r. ything, for you ean

make the ([lUiiificaticn just what you please, \ ott nny
make it six months residence, if you choose.
Mr. WISE. Sav, over twentv-one years of arc, and

of sound mind.
Mr. LYONS. If you ask mv opinion in reference to

republican liberty.by which I understand the security
of property, ju»t as much as of persons.if vot. put vou'r
government in'o the hands of mere numbers, I believe
that, in the end. it will overthrow republican liberty. A
tumultuous democracy may still exist under it, for a

!itne; but I believe anarchy will follow. .Some gentle¬
men, like my friend from Norfolk, (Mr. Taji.or",) may
be found, who will do it; but. lor myself, I will die be¬
fore 1 will ever vote for a monarchy.
Mr. WISE. I should think that Mas just exactly

what the gentleman would vote for, after the sentiment
le has ju«: uttered. [Laughter.] Yes, 1 declare that
the representative of the people of Virginia who avows
the sentiment that the free white male citizens of Vir-
:inia, over twenty-one years of age, are not to be trust-
id with the. legislation of the State, over property as

tvell as persons, and who avows that it is anti-republi-
.an, destructive of liberty, and inimical to republican
institutions, to trust the free white male citizens o?er

Lwentv-one y-n:« of atje, that arc of a sound mind, with
the guardianship uf r.rirate property, does virtually J'-nv
the power of tt « People anil their rapacity for «clf-gov-
ernmeut; a:. i I say. a man holding such sentiraenta as i
these ij prepared, not on!) for a monarchy, but for an
absolute .lespotistu. [Applause.' It is a sentiment
upon which 1 would stir disorder. It t» a sentiment be- i
fore which I would have the multitudes of tbi* land i
wave like reeds before the tempest. I would shake
even the earth before that sentiment. I would invoke
earthquakes, thunder and lightning, against that senti-,
inent. Now it is boldly avowed, and the true Issue is
made up upon this question. It is not an eastern or

western question. The eastern population.the Rich-
rnond population, the Norfolk population, the Accomac !
populaticc. and every population in the commonwealth. j
everybody lias been hoodwinked upon thi« question. It
is not a question between trans-Alleshanv and the »"al- i

ley on the one side, and Piedmont and the lowlands icon

the other. It i< a question between man and man.be¬
tween property and the power of the people, ft is a,
ijUe.'uon between the power of wealth and the power of
the people; and I tell you, I ie!i ail, that whenever vou

drive iiourbonism heme to this people, you will have
suHA- cu!<v.<-!i and fish-women to your hearts' content. t

will explain what my radicalism is: It is infinite.i; rs1
exalted high :«¦> the Heavens alu that sentiment, an I

r.bo\e this aristocracy which say:- noMly and r!i«tincth t

it: this rnetropv' s »; Ui"1 ancient mother r f 'binoerac .

that the free whi1* .. '.s/en. -if this coirmotmcaii
o.er twcnlv one year.- of tjt ot fund :v no? t"

be trusted ill. the j;u:>rd;:.psh'j of jo-v-Me prr.pert- i

Oh' say they. ih* peopii :au;. 'nave, tne r«*Yitec>ioa |
of ^rH-Rs; the - may have life in their lands rhcy ma>

have, blood in their Itnds; h.-y may have labor ir. tiieir
lands: but that precious basis of aristocracy.property.|
negro property, too.roust not be trusted to those jcuar-
diuns. They are net fit, they ea.nnot be appointed as

guardians over that interest' 1 tell that gentleman
that at a proper time T will develop the idea, if he does
not understand it now, that there is something, in these }
modern times of ours*, btyond person, beyond property,
"We have got a word, the meaning of which my friend
from Norfolk Mr. Taylor) understands fully. Hisj
.eyes are clearly open, and the-ove* of his constituents
will be open. I say v;c have got a word more oompre-1
hensive and potent in its meaning than that, of person or

property in this day. And what in that word: Devol-!
opment! Development, not only of the physical powers
of this State, but of the moral powers of the State; and
that is the property of the State; tnat is the work of the f

Stat"; that is the work of the people. Jackasses, and
mule?, and horses, and negroes, never, never can ac¬

complish that work. It must be d<n.e by the free, equal
heads of families, the male population of ihe Common¬
wealth. The older part of the State and the younger
part of the Stat;-.'.he east and the we>-t.are both in- j
tcrestcd i:i this great work of development; ami not o.niv
in the protection oi person and property. There never

was a day, there never was an hour, under any consti-'
tulion which this people, would have permitted to exist, J
wh^n person and properly were not both sife. Where
is the \v:d of steadier habits, where on the ecrth ave

property ami person becii better, safer, mnc ->eci,re|y i

protected than in the Commonwealth --f Virginia? J5«7t
in ilifc great work of development she hn« done uo;hing,
despite tiie great duty of puraix patricr. The govern-!
V.u-nt has been an in« uht;s and a burden. Why? Bo-
cause you have had the older and eastern portion of the
State, under the pretext that property is in danger,;
professing the principle of a minority ruling a majority,
Under the pretext ot protecting property,you ha\c held
the ciant of the west down with a tight tether. You
have" crushed him. You have bound him, hand and

foot. And now, gentlemen from the west.when your
friends from Richmond, (Mr. B<>tts,) and from Nor-j
folk, (Mr. Taylou,) propose not to let you «ut of (he

tether altogether, but holding on to the principle of pro-
tec ling property, holding on to the principle that ::;ey
will retain the power in their own grasp, but finding j
that the horse can Jo good work if they only give him

room to work.when they only propose to give him a little

slack-ropc, to give some latitude, some room for grow-
inT. to the diiTerer.t parts of the State, to ease the bond-

ace of which the west complains.gentlemen get up;
and tell us that, even if'.heir co:istiti.eat« imtrjet them,
thev cannot vote for any compromise that will let the

nose of the giaat up from the grindstone. We are in-

voked and told that he must rise, and rise soon; and,

when he rises, he will rise bloody and in vcnjeancc. j

The«e gwitleuien hare th« wisdom to perceive that there

i, nothing in property, nothing in person, that forbids j
relief to the west; that everything m the idea of devel-

op ne-.'.t requires that there «hr>ul«J oe a compromis.
an ! your metropolitan press come* out and to IN us thai'
Re airmen are infamous, anil are Co be handed over t>

inftrnv, if thev compromise at ail.
.Mr." LYOVS. If they violate thrir trust.if K«y,

bivak their predies.
\>r. If**. ftn, sir- 'Jicri; arc the words.
y.~. J YOV«5. .n,_n I, v sii'h tfcr-

I have not even read the article. but I a' > su: no >vssi
of fliehmond held ' :at language. What I have under-j
stood the press of K:»hiuond to «av. nil.! what 1 slitmif!j
think every member *J. ...onventi -n v.ou!«i con»ur in.|
is, that if a man corn** nor- *o lid* (.'in vention, pigged,
before his constituent; in a partir.iiar cour-e upon a

particular question of principle, he riot at all likely,
to break that pledge.Mr. 'A ls£. A great question < i imneipie! Now
T want to strip ll-.ts iiyporricv f ot the
raga that fcurrouud it. It i?»a iv:/tu«j"i,:t tend r 001.
sciences w'ih. \V1 a: fWh it u. : N'"v ',;.'-
S«utl«rai)n.t'roiii tin --.torn section iil Sta?« ;oji*"-n.-i upbrr* o -1 s»y iL.il.wim ;.! ..; .t t"» o y j> :r

ti'uUr i.Tin of tin- iuix- j b:.5i.<. H"'-V r,iiAbe:-'i..

fudged for t!:« piiuc:p|.j. I 10 »k t!w liberty in he,I
..'¦seiKo o? r.iy JVx uc r.ora IVorf»,In ?.\'r. "V.Lwt.j toi
promise lor iiiio that he. wvuid more.:! ..»'« ;. pJ .>.:{!
gave. He has declared her*, aa my in. u.i from iiiuh-,1
r.:ond (Mr. Seorr) .ieclaretl on Satu/day, honestly audi
cniioidly that lie is not pledged to anv particular forniii
of the mixed baais, but will combine population with 11
taxation. Doit! No oue asks ... .' ". roni i
that principle if your coavietious are in favor of it,
but ao uot tell me that you are pledged to make pro¬
perty the basis for seventy-five out of one hundred and;
fifty delegates. "j I

Mr. LYONS. J have not said that every manwaa;
pledged to any particular bad*, but t:l 'he principle,.1
and I understand that to be the declaration of the
1 \h;,j.
Mr. 'WISE. I wish rnv friend would only read the

article in the Wiria which 1 noticed and commented on

a few days ago. <

Mr. L\ While I am i:p allow rie to say that I
hf,p«» when the gentleman uted the tt'rm " hyjwcricy of
pledges." he did not intent! to refer t" m<\

Mr. MlSK. Certain]v not. 1 meant nothing per ji
Houal. I was referring to the ttii -!e in tl"' '' u'nj. lj
say thai article is an outr;ige on iedep<'iid«-^.o ni mindi'
and thought here. As I e.J.J on Saturday, il attacks J
the independence of action of thi- body when it undei-i
take.* to say that t.h<> mixed l>asi« wl.ich lie-«that tu-j
hie is .'/>' mixed basis, :uid that anv man who departs,
from the mixed basis.not « mixed ba.-:..shall be!
handed over to infamy. 1 v that it is a hypJcritical
pretence. And wbeu gentlemen are r-.-minded of their
pledges 1 say. and I defy contradict ion by any eastern
member on this floor, that there is not one of them that
is piedged to any particular mixed ba.-i.-. that it is any-
thrng aud everything that you please to i.;ake it.that
yon may compose it of white spirits, and ^rey spirits. J
and black spirits.of dollars an I cents or iiuid.that,
you may have it permanently nj'ion property, or upoiii
property in its representative character of iudustrinl
value, that yiu will have different proportions ::nd an

inflaite variety of pronortions, aud th:.t s^rae of the
fair proportions will actual! . give the we.-t a majority j
in the leginlaturr That is what I say. and rtrt tLis
pleitife nee 1 l<ind no mar's conscience to vote lor either
of the propositions on the table, that _tou have margin
in which to move auu in which to tare, i'ou are not
bound h« re h?n.. und foot. This plea of «-ledges led
the centic.'.ian from Richmond to-day, tirst to deny the
power of the people.to d uy that the people, :uid the
people only arc to be trusted.

Mr. LYONS. No. I never denied if 1 intended,
when the gentleman from Accomachad madehi-^ speech;
,ind ti!:en hw .w.t. to expose the singular error iuto,
which he fell, but 1 may .v well do it nor.-.

I never denied the power of the people to regulate j
and control their own government, anu base it vvaere;
and bow they please. I never denied iliis rigiit. I;
never will, while 1 retain my senses, knowingly main
tain any other principle than that the people ha.e th«
power nod the right to change their f,<rtu of ifovenuae^t
as they please ar.d make it what they choose. But as
one of the people I aav that 1 will never vole to put
the government into the hands of nice numbers. 1
will go before my people. I will discuss i* with t*vm,
1 will debate it with them, and 1'il tell tlicm why.Ik-
cause, although they have the power to do it. it would j(
be a suicidal act in them t«> do it. That government
which is not so based as to secure property as well a- 1

life, is a pure tumultuous democracy, and, iixe all that
have gone before us, must end in anarchv an i revolu-;1
fion, and leave us either under a military despot or a
nuuiircii v.

Mr. WISE. The gentleman distinctly admits, and
nore offensively than I charged i.,wn him. that v.liictt I
placid to hi- charge. "hat the pei/ple hav* p».wer toj
:ntnmit suicide be admits, +)Ut he ^ ill entail them t«
In it. If it would be ihe cast; that the people. by ex-

-rcising their own power, v aid coc.;.iit suicide, so help|
n« God. I never would etiu*u.-i them with it i But I
lo n«<t think so. Tb. gentleman talka abc>ut a .. tmnultu
>as democracy."' Sir i- not that gentleman a reformer,
rod willing to extes.J mo right of suilraire to every]
free whir-1 male citizen of th<* Commonwealth t

.Mr. LYO S. No, unless he pays those tuxes which!
are levied upon him by the government. Let the Jawi
¦ire the due*. mid then let him pay his dues. before be
i- permitted to exersise the right of siil)r:t"»*.

Mr. WISE. This court it ntion/d privilege > iorest i:p.m
the fact whether be pays fit;, cent* tax, or 10 cents . ix.
How many would '*ie gentleman's limitation- in.rtu- '¦

Why not one in ahui ir-«' votes. Andarethe voter.iwho1
have the power to 1 .'..nr.. < r-..te. i»'ier. abolish t:»-.
government tinder which tbvy live. a.e thev a tumultu-!
itui democracy at "he poll* f \re the " to iav. the
power at the polls ;o'..inal!y, and are thoy then n be
^becked.n<>! by t! proper 'iniirjii»«.n of the govern-!
meat.but by a goveru;.icatal majority in the leg! .sin-!
turei

Mr. LYON'S. Would you vote for a government in!
which the people were to com*: '"gether at th«. polls t<>i
make the laws there? If you would not, why would!
yon object to it, except that you do not tiii* that power!should !>.' given to tbem f

Mr. WISH The eeiiti-m.m fhall not Mcuue me in
ii)V. wayon uer«* *- :i< . 'vi'«-;bcrj

Tosa. ''i« k, <v Harr; shall -40 ip to ..isuib'
t."> the polls ..ad the 0 t!.. p.n.'.ti tj,s* Apd

exercised in yonder capuol. ibat i-not t!i - lucdt'ou.
m-. it li wi.«s.h- .. ti»e rityat the |-< U-shall h.ive the
-jiajority 111 tiie Ie^uu.tiv*} a--. f';.t u-.<: t'etilie-
utftH says tha* rather than Irusi '!>.. r*L'>t-le with ih^ti
power he wdl resign his sc.«t, that h-V.Ijj.J nit allowl
the people to commit suicide. Now let u.« hav.j no eva-i
eion, no dodging upon thi.-« question.

Mr. LYONS. I never dodge any question.
Mr. WISE. No man can entertain the .sentiment*'

expressed by that gentleman who will not. dtve at the
flash every time the gun !¦< pointed at him.

Mr. LYONS. When I do it. it will be seen.
Mr. WISE. I am. of course, saving this in thej

utmost kindness to my friend. He knows, I would say!
nothing here to wound his feelings. I am contending fori
a principle, and 1 mean to fight hard, and with all my
might.

Mr. LYON'S. So do I.
Mr. WISE. Now I have driven the gentleman to'

tit:.* wall. [Laughter.]
Mr. LYONS. Not you. [Laughter.]
Mr. WISE. Now. will the people ni Uiebmond stand

this doctrine. that the majority of the people at the]
polls are not to have the majority of representatives ir.,
the legislature, because the people wit. u.it to bei
trusted with the protection of person ami property I
Vok £« in tiif. GALLtav and ox the Floor. N'n ! 110! no!:
Mi. V.'ISL. Will the people of liichmonu stand any!

such doctrine ? It' there be any danger <>f tin- sentiment
being adopted by tliii" (.'. nven'ion,am for g^iue out]
anions the people again and letting them speak. I wi!1
5|iv that iio far as my constituent' are cnccmcd, and 1'
believe that I can speak for them, fur I know thorn well.
I will stake my liie upon ev..ry county and every n*igh
burbood upjn that 1 will array the mixed hasisj
nu n Ihem-ehes ag-in;«t -nch a sentimt ir as that.
The gentleman's colleague (Mr. Boris 1 requests rr.,%

to ask him (Mr. Lyons) whether he would trust the
property of Richmond itself to the protection of a

majority of the voter' of Richmond.
Mr. LYONS. I certainly would, because such voters

as are appointed by I-w to control the property must
control the property.

Mr. WISE. Because they mti-t! Is that the reason

they are to be trusted ? [Laughter.]Mr. LYONS. Unquestionably.
Mr. WISE That 1.- the reason they must be trusted.

[Laughter.]
Mr. L\ ONS. Those that are appointed by law to

coor.rol the property of Richmonrl. must of necessity
under the law exercise that control.

Mr. WISE. But ought tbey by law rr> bo entrusted
with the protection of property ? Ought a majoritv
of tLc- voterj of the city of Richmond to be eniraeted
with the power of protecting property?

Mr. LYONS. "Without regard to anything else b>j'
the fact that they ar-> twenty-one years of age, a°d
resident in the city at the time?

Mr, WISE, The qualified voters J mean.

Mr. LYONS. The qualification nf lb" voiof wsy fc*1
everything that, you may please to make it.

Mr. \Y ISM .Cut the qualification as it now* Ktnn«].».
Mr. LYONS, liu; vou propound the question to nv

in re^.-u'iJ to every free white man over twenty-one year
'« age. I urn willing to take the qualification.Mr. v'.'ISE. I hope the question will he angered.Would ho trust the present qralified voter.4 with the
protection of the prop.-rtv of the city of Itichmoud ?
Mr. LYONS. Yes, I would.
Mr. WISE. Woiihl the gentleman trust those that

ire likeiv to be qualified voters bv the constitution
chat we an> about to make J
Mr. LYONS. How can 1 answer that question when

i do not know what the qualification will be. [Laughter.]
Mr. WISE. I will then take the commit tee*-report,

ipon the suffrage.the suffrage qualification a«coHt.ainef'
n that report, Hie gentleman from Richmond ha*
end the report of the Uoiamhtee on Suffrage ani he
<:. s here"»!iai ir. proposed. Now would the gentle-
n ji tr'ist t'ifit «:la#s .!' nersou*{ Now 1 do nr,t wnh
o I e i-:i.*a3iv > tj ii-y 'rioud, or to -a- anything in the
->»nd that v.ouM b<" oifct-iv u. him, arid i. these in-
errogatories ar .. e'ie:nu t to Inn; 1 *vii! forbear them.
3ut we are no** corn1- to -uort hnnd argument, hip to
.ip. Jt isju-jtwiiai I like, t liavt asked my friend
he question, will he am w.-r mi ? ;
Mr. LYONS. I am ashamed to confers the fxn:sc J

lave to give, but I have been so occupied by my btisi-
ie?s iu court day and ni^-Lit, I am obliged to confess I
irive not *een the report.
Mr. WISE, This is the qualification. Eevery free

vbite male citizeu of the age <>f twenty years and up-vards, resident two years in the State and ono year in
he place where he is to give his vote, ex- hiding insane
lerfeons and paupers, and persons convicted of infamous
:rime, shall be allowed to vote, without ceing required
o pay any tax. Would the gentleman entrust them
vith the protection of property.Mr. L\ ONS. No. I would not. [Laughter.'JMr. WISE. Well, that comes up to toe mark". I must
:onfese, and really after all the lal->r I have had in get-
ing at the principles of my friend, I thiv': I ought to j
lave been answered yc.:. I routed too hard for an :in-!
wer to have got a refusal [Laughter.] The class ofj
rien who are now said to be unworthy to be trusted w'th
he protection of persons and property, who are unwor-
liv t«> have the majority in the legislature a.- well aj the
najoritv at the poll*, comprise "every white maleciti-1
'.cnofihis commonwealth, bcin;j also a citizen of the.
L'nited Stiitcs, of the age of twenty-one years and up-1
(vards, who shall have been a resident of the State two

.'urf, and of the county, city or town in which he claims
lis vote twelve months next preceding his election."
i'hatcla.-s of persons we are toid are unworthy of *elf
government, or t!jat before we can trust them, they
rmist pay six and a quarter cent-, ten cent*, or twelve
'e'lU.they must purchase the capacity for self govern¬
ment with dollars and cents. And then, even after they
have purchas-d the right of citizen-hip. they are to be
toiii that there is to be a distinction made, that they are
not to be put in the order of tl.o patrician, but in the
order of the piebian. Thev are to be told 'hat they are
not to have a majority in the legislature, but that a mi-
noritv of them are, because that minority of them, .d-j
thorgh all may have pahl the tax and rendered their
»«ue.i, ""iii :ne properly, i >uy it osjyre mTdunge ami

.tl:iner.Lduy it lirre, appealing t'> uiy bretfiren with a

heart fu ! <»i allection Ior thei".that 'lipie ofei>t-
.|iu yir^iniii never have deliberate* ."auctioned such
uoctritie r,.i this, r^o ne »"rr ! And thov never will
^aiution it. Tlicr-' i.-> a habitude <if thought, a mere'soc-

¦u '' b>cal prejudice, betw«i :i e: »lern and wc-.tern
v irgina ujxm this subject, aud the subject iWolf is one
tnatlia- never been -stigatcd and -xamincd in east¬
ern \'iiginia. Ana. I will' tay it here, I have never
heard tlitj fju^iiion uiscu-sed ia eastern Virginia, whore
the voice .'I the people "-a.- not rendered in favor of the
power of the people, and of their capacitv for self-gov-
einmeiit, not only in eastern Virginia, hut in western

\ irr'!ni:l- ,,le '-V >¦" niy f-ieivi iV'ini Richmond, that|
God knows there in no man in thi-< Convention whose ab-
^c.'ice Jri.ni his feat I would more regret, no man with
whom I take more pleasure in and no m:iri in
the world who would give tne inure jov to s»e him in the
way ol my friend from .V^j folk, in th* way of coming at
more of the t.utli, or who, ifon the anxious .'oat. I should )
pray over more fervently with all my heart, yet i H' hini!
rto a tiiend tl-iit he ha? placed himself to-day ir. a worse

:ategory than the worst enemy could have placed hiin. if1
be expects success in a canvass hi for* the people of Rich-!
m-.nl or of the o'her part- < f the commonwealth. And I

j: the trutii was told, ,-uch i- th-: condition of every j
inau who sustains this mixed basis. this propertv princi
p'e ot representation. It i» all nothing more nor l«.«-»
L;u»:i a denial ol the power of the people to govern them-1
. "Ives. It denies to the people not only political power.
k,t public virtue. "ty e are told that they will commit'
.uicide, that they are changea'-le, thai they are too weak j
t>r Mo wick;d to l.-o trusted with power,"and that thevi
must not b»- trusted with edge tc«>l-. That U a beautiful i
do. trine, now.for a man to mount the stump and deliver
to any people, in any part of this State, whether he be a
whig '.r 11 democrat. I am very glad that it was not a de¬
mocrat who urged such a s-ntim.nt a-> that. I am cur¬

tain iav democratic friend from Richmond who i.a*
ieclared that he would not vote for a compromise.
would hardly stand up to any such doctrine as that.

Jlr SCulT. of Richmond. I have declared to the
people whom I represent, and it v is so declared in tii-
rani which I addressed to them, that I wot:]d rote to !
:sten l the right of suffrage to no man who would not

p-iy a sub.-tantial tax. and who had not paid it at h-a.-t
two months before the ,-lection.
Mr. ^ViS51. That is not what I am talkingahoi.it. t.iv

fritJii.1. No. no. 1 may allow a little latitude on the j
[joii;: :ls t > the qualirication f--r .-..lfTrage, but that is not

riiv ouesfion. The (p:. .-lion i^. no matter what mav

thi- ijualiiieation for ruffragc, wli-'tn-r a majority of tfic-ge
i-ot- r-* are fit to be trusted with the protection of per-1
-oil- a-: o"property ?
Mr. SCOTT. Ifyou get the judgment of societv thai:

jiev are fitted, and the power is b«-9towed upon them.
Mr. "WISE. What i- tha' ? [Laughter.] If I iret

xiia: f [R.'iiewed laughter ] Have a majority of tli-r
:».;.>:>le of the commonwealth ever been entrusted wilh
die* power of the commonwenlrh ? I auk the trentle-j
;:,ji categorically the onation, whether iie would trust

i .LMjority of th-- people for t'.e protection of perioiis t

i: d pr -p -itv hr-re \
:[y riciid m: y ansv, «.t t ii«- «piestion or not, ns ho

jie.v-es.
Mr. SCOTT, -if Tuc* mond. V-rs.
3Ir. WISJ2. Now, he t uo'e argument n the commit-

,e.; on his side, been ,r derunaatkn of th" jv>w<-r ol j
lumbers, and yet at. the very same moment they admit
he power of the majority to rule in the towns. W hen
he same principle is asked to be applied to the eom-

monwealth, then these gentlemen app»nl to their pl>;dg-
js. and claim to be hound hand and foot Up them. Now,,
if it is good for the goose, is it not equally :w good for
the gander ? If the principle is good for the - a-!; at j
home, is it not good for the State abroad ? If i' is good
for Richmond or Norfolk, it is good for the whole Slate

jf Virginia i What is true of the State, is tru« of the
county j what is true of the county is true of the pari.-h. j
anil what is true of the parish is true a° bi-tween man
and man. And yet no one of these gentlemen dares to

iav* that one man, becnu^ he has the most property. |
should wield the most political power either at the poll.-
nr in the legislature. Not one. And yet. when g<-n-
tlemen say, although they do not relinquish the priuci- J
pies altogether.when my friend from Richmond (Mr.
Borrs^ mer"ly said tlmt he should propose a compr'i-
,aja,».and because the gentleman from Norfolk (Mr.
Taylor) has declared that the majority of the imere-ts
nf )ii.- constituents require that he should relax hi# pr;n-

ciple somewhat, that he should modify his opinion-, they
ire to be handed over to the lictor here to be. Iwund and ;

scourged!
Mr. BOTTS. That is only to fore-tall public opinien.
Mr. WISE. That I know is the meaning of :t. I de¬

sire to forestall public opinion her.*. I desire to discuss
it when it can be met eye to <>ye. and fa-e to fac<>, and
where we can extract after hard struggles, the real quint-
escsr.-'e of this doctrine. And wh<m sfwed and boiled

down to its real geiatinous s^jf. it is found to bi- a dis¬

trust of the power of th** people to govern tiiemsclvv.-.

an.l a denial of their qualifications to protect persoun -nd

property. It is a question as between the p-ower of the

people and property east as we.l as in the west. I am j
not :;oing to discuss the question as an eastern or a west- j
ern question, for it is not such a question. Many a poor |
fellow has been hoodwinked and hon>\v-ti«rgled.-[laugh-:
tPr"j every gocd word a.vl an expressive one which east-1
fro Virginians will understand the meaning of.by the

idea that this was a questK-n purely between the east

and the west. I wonder if my friend here [Mr. H.u.]
has ever told his people that this w-.s a mere question j
between the .western people and yourselves.you
must take care of your interest, and let them take care

of their interests. Have they ever beeu told i^ the

county of Lancaster, ts I could tell them, as I would do-,
liirht to tell them, and a' I would be proud t'. tel

them, for I have met them before, and they have treat-;
ed me kindlv. mv friend among the rent.an-i he is the

last man in" the"world that I would injure, for he ha»

aiware voted for me through the trials and dfficulties
of mv political life.but ev^n at the risk of separating
from* him. I should like to stajd before the sovereigns of

Lancaster, all through that northern nook, through every

1 nook of tiji-> commonwraith. and t»-Il them.
li'iy-. it is not rt mere question between tin: east arc t\.
w.-t. but it is lioiw.-cii tlx; propertydioiuer and the --ow
..r of tin: rca-iou and rtBwcieure o[ man. L i- aquostio:
whether fur lite ...-ike «»f slavery.that i* .a bolder view
i.the majority '4* the white population are to he in tin
j power of h minority of tbt- white population. F "w"-.»::<!
! Ptartwith the inquiry whether the n«»n-sl;tv«'holder, the
wliito of l^mca-icr, has any More inNrest in

I iijiholJiuiT of ihat kin.! of propertv Mian file rr.

| non-slaveholder. I can do this boldly, becai^.* every
r.in v. hi known me, known mo t" be a pro-*!avorv
! want no man'" certificate, no set of men s o--rt in;"it ."*

that que-ti<»n. lirin^ the question hom." 'ml!
money n:!e men <-r men rule money! .Shall the maxim
h- t-lmt tlo- i^overnaieiit shall be in the hands of th- pow
er of property.

.Mr. HA LL. Can you rule mv money ?

.'dr. V»* Js Your money is protected by the State, and
I ha .-cclaimed for tuy^elfa* apoor niun virtue en;;u;;h rior
to have the condition fastened upon me by your money,that lam to be depri< ed of my political power and tie
rightful enjoyment of it. for fear that I should .-teal y our
mwney. [Laughter.] I would lace the crowi uponthat questiou. 1 would ask men wlio do not own prop¬erty wh .ther it can be protected without this protectionor nott whether the vote of one man that pavj two dol¬lar* shall be equal to the votes of two men wLo pay liut
one dollar each. \ou shall not hoodwink them withthe idea that you are all equal because vou come up tothe polls and vote e.jua'ly. What is the right of suff¬
rage wortii.what i- the potentiality of suffrage worthwhen the vote of a man with two fiollars should countthree and the voted of two men with one dollar should
count thive I The end of suffrage is but th* means of
power, 'l'he end of suffrage is representation, and you^i\*e the poor the means and the rich the .-n.t
about protection!

Hut I asn going farther than I intended into this <11
usiion. I will liavo my Jay, my turn in this debate

<v VHnJ 01 «' ?0in8 through now a love feast with iL
" I haughtcr.J I wish to stew down thi.-. qv.e.-tiu,

to Us naked ,S,ue of a cout^t between lhelpeS
ami the gov vn,meiH.il ^majority in ihe legiXlure
Ti .

X":"-vnirn '.all r.'«« governmental majority
0 '^j^rnvuL th« polls i U that the governmental

majority Or is it the majority in the legislature!
¦' heard of c.iecks and balances in the American rli

ory nl govvriim.-iit. U jle. Wl. jiavtf ai#|lo|ntej u ^
ary each judge is an agent, when we have appoint 1;
..xecutive he i; an ag-,,;and I c.tl! the attenti .u of m
irieiiu iron» Loudoun (.Mr..)an.vei) to this dociruie
c.>.*>:s and ba.ance-which he touched upon I bi iieve
II *«. appoint an agent ot the judiciary, an anuit of t!
executive and an agent oi the legislative department ic
the municipal government, have we not furnUed all tlf
i.hecks and balances that are required. The judidarv
a check uj»oii the legislature, the executive a cheek ui".o.
tli. legislature, and tne legislature a chock upon U'.h th
otner jMiwere. Lint when ur where was thi- d-ict-iiue e*.
er broached until it we., broached in ti.is n^emblv.
where as it over heard 1> fore that '.he gureniir..!ata!
leuL-laturc was to Ik: a check upon the sovi re; 'n now.-'
oi ttie people at the jwlls 1 Do gentlemen wi.-h' tok:i..w
where that c,,eck come from r Would they lik,. t.
know who is the lather that begat it.and it i- a J,u-
tard, it h illegitimate, it i, not lawfully begotten ! Iti-
Ue very idea announced by the gentleman from Rich
m<" *ia :-y thr.t l,-g,4 the other idea that the peopl,
are uot to be trusted with the power of sC|f government
{ 't- "i:yoni v Oi the people at the polls are no'. to'
be truateu witu the power ol protecting persons and
property. And tr«nn thia monstrous here.-v in the doc¬
trine ot huti-an right.a heresy that wasiievc-r started
in any American .State.thi.- here.-y worse than, federal
for ;t is not univ ,he heresy of federalism, but it is the

'".v »[ ab.-oluu.sm-c,Lies the false conclusion that
you must organize a governmental majority in the b-is-

wlffll th? 7 JC,nC': t,h3.K,^r"ig» majority at the
poll.that you shall make the creature of the sovereign
power, greater than the creator, and that vou shallmake
the servant ol the people reater than the master.

J.ut I did not mean to discuss this question. I ro«.s

merely to sav t- n.y fiianu from Norfolk, that in hi-
absence I undeitook, not to announce one solitary sen-
11meat that he entertained.not one-I did not under¬
take to sayJ.e had modified his opinions even; I onlv
contended lor him in spite of the despotic powtr of th'e i
Richmond pre.-,, that f,e should have the power of free '

reason and free conscience in thi-. bodv, and that the
appeal here to pledges is a nonsensical appeal It is a
nuiculous appeal, tor there is not a man on this floor
w ho lias ever bound himsell to give to ^.33j,000 of t-,xe-
seventy-nve outot ouehunured and fifty representatives
ot the people.

I do not want to interfere with anv man's rights or

any man s constituents upon this question. Gentlemen
an. at pertect liberty to assail my constituents if the;*
please. I shall -peak to every part of this common-j
wealth as I leel at liberty here to ^peak. During mv
cam a.-* there was a pros- in one of these ijood town* at
U:f n»jaa r»r ijiii-u'atcr that <!id undertake to interfere
with my constituent.-. That press was wielded at Frede- J
ne-vihurg. I have the letters now, aod ! think I'can lav
my nnger upon the author. That pee-j undertook to
say to tr.e people of Accomac ami .Vorthampfon that!
certain we-terii gentk-uien here, and especially of the
northwe.-t.1 would like to know from the representa-
tive cu \\ heeling whether it wis true or not

.Mr. JACOB. It i- fal-e. [Lauifhter.J

.Air. U'lSK. TJiat there were out of sixteen r.r seven¬
teen counties represented in this hivly, a nnmher ot'wii-
tlemen who openly avowed abolition'-entiments. 'J

-Mr. JACOB. I -aid it was utterlv false.
Mr. WfS'r!. The gentleman says it i« nf.tor|v fa!«e.

Some one in Frederirk-burg undertook to pubfi-h the
declaration that the representatives of th*?northwest
here, or those competing with them for a --at in thi-
body, were abolitionists. | believe the gentleman from
Br.rlioui-. (Mr. Carlilc.) was represented as au aboii-1
tionist during m v canvass. I

Mr. CARLILfc. It is false, whoever made the decla- j
ration. I

Mr. y. ;>!.:. The appeal was made directly to my!
people troni the prrs- oi Frtdorickiburg. whether it was !

po?«ihie for the '-oiimies of iVorthampton and Accomac I
to eicr.r such a man a- Mizsav A. Win;, who wasco )
operating with these \\ heeling gentlemen for the .shro-
liti^n of slavery. I. who have been del'-ndirg the insti- j
tuniiior; from my birth up.who was nearly sacrificed j
in :t- defence.1 who ha<i been pisi four vears before |
suatolling tile li:or of the United States from, the pollu- j
lion of the slave trade perpetrated hv old Km;jand and
new England! I hope and trust iu God I »hail bo in
2-uiieuil Hall some ot these days. lor 1 want to give
them myself a l-enire upon Abolitionism. There is a

specie- of Abolitionism of which 1 am a decided adv..
ear.', and that is al<o!uhing the trade of the yankees in j
farnishinc the pahulum to the slave trade of"the whole
e:ict"rn and western coar-t of Africa. Nineteen out of
twenty-two vessel* that were condemned there for h*-

ingeugaged in tbiV t rade, were from north of Baltimore,
two from Baltimore and not a single one from the obi
slave States.- I an alm'itionist. betause 1 was poing
to free the white citizens of this commonwealth, who
if they are not, made free, will find out that thev are

slaves some of the^e da vs. when it is too late; the "shoe-
nuiker will find it out. the blacksmith willtind it out, the
day-laborer as ho coes forth to lals-r iu the harvest rield
will rind it out, "nut wheu it Is too late. Does aiv one-

say that I am cn agitator ? If *o. I acknowledge ft. Is
it, not absolutely necessary that we should agliaie. that
we may save our brethren from their judicial blindness,
and save their property front that very cru-ade upon it.
Ir'.in which they tell you they ueed pr. lection. Mv
friend from Norfolk. (.Nfr. Tavlor,) will have license
trotn his constituents t'. act upon i'ii<? question. So will
my friend from Richmond, (Mr. J^irrs,. wheuever the :s- i
sue is made directly uj.on the positions that have been (
taken here thi- day. I care not, when the battle cnae-

off. lhrre is no population in the State of Virginia that
will maintain the ooctrine held here to-dav, when ri(jht-
fully understood.

lint we have entirely !n»t ei^ht of tlie great question {
here, that ot paying the Reporter. [Laairht^r.] I'wake
up «»t:; ot thi- debate like itip Van Winkle. [Laughter.]
L believe trie j>endinc question is. whether Mr. llishop
-hall be paid live dollars a column or not. I am against'
referring the resolution and amendments 'o a cornm::- J
te.e. But I wili not detain the committee anv longer.

Mr. LYONS. I do not propose to detain the Gouven- j
tion with any remarks at thi.'. lata hour of the session, j
as it is now nearly three o'clock, and as we are to return
again a! 4 o'clock, I will renew the motion to adjourn.
The Convention then adjourned to meet again at 4

o'clock, P. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
Tho Convention met, pursuant to adjournment, at

o'clock, P. AL
compensation or rnr- retortzr.

The PRESIDENT -rated the fir«tburne«s in order to
be the resolution of Mr. Cnaroy. and tho amendment",'
in relation thereto, pending, when the Convention ad¬
journed this morning.

ill-. WOOLFOLK. I will withdraw my amendment,
I offered it for thi purpose of shedding light, but it
seems to have dir»otiy the contrary effect.

Mr. LYONS. I had intended when the Convention
adjourned to *ubmit some remark# to th« Convention in

r'ply tn rliorf-*>!*rk« cf the iron AcattuK.
but in tI>o prwr-t roniii'.ion f $!.". house.

Mi*. V.'OOf.FOLX. I let tiio con: eiran to vn'.t, (o
ist thrr^ be a.Lit!-1 oelar uatil rLe men:hero hare
*o in Tr * r*+r t' ».> r . - ^ ^

< !*» !!! attendant:. iter*-, i ti -s. .. t . i..* ...~v
..» »f the Convention to corridor the reeolction cai

adopt it
'l,ic FRESmiNV} OFFICE.!. (Mr. Fi:ci io th<

Oiinir.l Tho Chair viil inform th«? scr.'!«ro&« from
Ma.-O'i th.it th'! resolution i--- nc.t r.ow in order. Thm
s a HT'tir'!i p^niiin^ ro commit the resolution offered byt!ii- ^enti.-mnn from Fanqnier.
Mr. OAR El I.E. !i . di/tienity cur ba obviated by
motion to pa-- thr.i «<ihH?ct l.y in formal ly, and tkea

tli .'.'..ntirnia:: (V'.-n MV-ni can o;frr his resolution.
Tin* I'RESM)! SCr OFFICER. A motion fan be

¦na t<-> ?;iv the p-ndin" resolution and amandmecu o*
th# LaMo.

*

"f". !VIT F.r?. T!ii-R T mak<*tli« m<'lion.
T'v.- question w:..« r;t!c. :i. and the Chair announced

v. - 2!. !S.(ji-.. ntm coring.Mr. I'iSMEK. r i>V. .Tt tn d'>:nc W7 busin^ae until
'.'.'C can a 'i' r;:rt:. Oent!»me!i who vot* to ooeroa
us t«» llics^ afternoon -t.-sdon* ar-- ?!..- las* t'">aUenc<.

Mr. BEAI.E moved :hv. there b<> a call of ih« Ho"s*.
Mr. CAXLII.E a-ke«i tor tho von- and navs oo tic

-.-¦..'.l.-n that tJ;i*ro be a call oft]Hnu-e.
1 '..? ¦". (.' r.ri I nays wore ordered ar.d being taJ;?*

wcrc a^ iov>"."3;
.Mc'jir-;. Beale. Bland. Brown. Carlile, Ikrter

.: Kigali, Fuixerson, Gaily. Jones: Keun«y. Kilgore,Letcher. Xeeson. Randolph, Stewart, of Morgan,Stuart of Patrick, Trigg, Turnbull, Whittla, "WilUjrand Worshara.2t>.
Xavj.Mes.-r.«. Anderson, Banks, Barbour, Bird of

Shenandoah, Bowden, Bowles, Camden, Captrton. Carter
of Loudoun, Chilton, Cocke, Deneale, Edwarda. Fer¬
guson, Finney, Flood. Fultx. Carland, M. Oarnett,
Hail, Hays, Hill, Hopkins, Hunter. Janney, Johnso*.
Knoie, Ligon, Lionberger, Lynah, Lyona, McCatnaat,
McCaudlLj'u, McComas, Martiu of Henry, Moor#, N«w-
inau, Price, Scott t.f Caroline, Scott of Fauquier, Shall,
Sh«!f«y, Soiith o." Kanii'vha. Smilii of Jackson, Socth-
ull. Stc.nard. Taylor. \'an Winkle, White, Wi»«, Wooi-
folk and Wysor J»>»

The question then recurred upon tlie motion of Mr.
Fi/?iiEu. to lav the tvholf aubj«*ct uj<oa the tab'*.

Mr. FISHER. For the p:irpusi r>f u^conimodntiof
my fricud from Richmond, (Mr. Lroya.) I will ldth-
dnitv that ruutiuti for t!'>» nre-ent; but I willgir(«aotic*
4.»at 1 will retiflw it eit «r Xhin evening or to-morrow.

Mr. LVuXS. Wheti tin; Convention adjourned b*-
f"rc dinner. I wad abo- itn offer soinetbing in tha war
of expltnation in answer to some of the commentariea
that had been made ui>'.a me by my friend from Aero
mac. (Mr. Wise.) He really wield« the pencil of
Hogarth, and so mucn with the power of that eminent
arti.-t, with his lacultv i.f di.tortiny so remarkably,
that 1 should not hare recognized aiyaelf in the nirturc
that wiw drawn, and I think nobody else woulu haT®
rew^nised me. as the iier-ion ho was describing an har-
iiiz luki-n the po-iiioUi which he «i:pposei ma to c<ni.
tend for, or which lie e». Jearored to fasten i!~on ni<\
and the conclusions he sought to draw from those opin¬
ions. I am in some degree responsible, perhajH,havinif rathor unwittinijly drawn t m body into this
discuviinn. bv whr.t I thought it wan proper I sbonlii
.ay under the circumstances in which 1 was sit':at<v4.
It wiil b«: b<irne in mind by the Convention that upo«
a sd^irestion to refer this proposition to [-ay the repor-
t<*r to :KMmmitt<;«, connected with an et^uiry in re

spect to the subject of printing, t.;y friend from Areo-
mac, ilr. V. pleased to tsvo us a ilisquisiiina
upon tho xuhjcct <4 1 nni! ..ijion th» importat.se
ot light. Ami while he . 11 so!nil very j.roperlv, }**-
cau=e hi; ii ».** my opinions aim intention* io> well", mj
tii'..that I. indiv. iijaily. iu this propw'tion to re¬

fer :k«.- .'ui-j.-ct to a committee,«!o-»ir*-cl t<> suppress the
lieation. or to supp.v.-s lijjiu, .-till h» thought the

o!fj..% ,,! some of thoie who \ivre concurring in th* pr«»-
P'>-ir;-,n t" rei.-r. was *¦ Jiiupress the light which he
ft4 veil a.- mv*el' most anxiously de-ired t > ! avo sheW

tiji-j vhole Miijjo.-f. in J« r to put myself per-
feet y right, ana those who 'night happen to agree
w:ta me in opinion also, I stated what, m*" opinio*
upcn that subject wa-. and referred to u »!«hato which
I understood had taken | lace here 0:1 Saturday.whicb
1 <<id not h:iv« the pleasure of hearing, 0:1 account 01'
professional engagement.in which itw pair! the; a

majority of delegates from this di -tri^ were not ia
accordance with their <:on«i ituents upon tho greAt
question ol the basis of rcprrpreeentation. I said
trial I dvsired Jigiit cpott ali questions but mnr«

especially upon the bads q'.eetion, and Mill more
did 1 desire that that very debate should go out
a* promptly an possible, in order that niv own constit¬
uents might see it, and read it, and understand it. And
when it did go out 1 desired it mijht go arcomnanied
wit ii the declaration that ifthey w.-re not in accordance
with the sentiment* I expre.-sed, it w«»re better that it
should bo promptly made known to them ; for while
I would not retain their pjwor and defeat their will
and turn that cower upon them, I could not be in*true-
ted by auyaiajosity however strong and overwhelm-
in.*. to give a vote in this Convi at ion for any propoei-
ttou that in my humble but deliberatejudgment would
lay the i'onndatiou for the destruction of social order
and the social Jtysuni. But that in the event of that in-
dtri.ctiofl, 1 should return their power to theui r.n-

sullie l by any abuse of it on my part.
I remarked also.and it wa- taken up and ha* fur¬

nished the principle text for the commentary of nir

friend from Aecomac.tliat ! would not vote to baee
this government or any government upon numbers
merely, because, in my opinion, to base a irovernmeni

uporf numbers merely irrespective ofall other consider¬
ations, would be to establish a government that would
not last, it would be, if you please, a democratic gov¬
ernment, entirely democratic; but for that verv rea¬

son. not a republican government: and that if I was al¬
lowed to judge, a3 alone f could judge, from the expe¬
rience and history of the past, no d-.-mocrntic govern¬
ment, iu the true meaning cfthe word, ran last. And
as liberty i- the lir-t and great objf>ct of all of ns,
solar as government -and govormental protection is
concerned, a republican government is tho proper gov¬
ernment. I think 1 state correctly the js>sition I as¬

sumed. If I am incerreet i:i "tatinjr it, it is not b«-
can-. I intend to be so. for ! intend to ^tate the opin¬
ion.- of tio body el-.-, and ordy those which I reallv en-

tertuiu ; and if 1 do not express them fuJiv and freclr
it i- is:ca;>< theru i># nn imperfection in mv capaeity
of expression, i-'rofti this it has been sought to de-
duee the conclusion that I di-trust the penjil»», and de¬
ny their riv'iit and power govorn themselves, or

k!ie r capacity to do so. and the rno#t extreme conclu-
eioi:# have Ix'en ia iulgedin 0:1 the sublet. I sonfe»4
I was not a little suprized to hear this, and from the
quarter from which it cam.-; from one who knows my
opinions perlectly well upon alrno-t every subject, snd
who know-tliat in respect to the right ofth^ people
to control their government, and to manage it, so far
ar i.- consistent with the common safety, I am in favor
of their exercise ofit, by de-iring ro give them the power
to eioct their governor, their judsre*. and everv otimr
otiicer except those which are so unimportant a*"t<J ren¬

der it jiuwioe, on ground.- of expediency, tr, trmtblethe
people with electing. Seeing that in these resect# I
stand before the country, a. distinctly committed as it
i* possible for a iu.-ui to be committed, I confess I was

a little surprized to see that the gentleman from A»-
touiac, instead of taking up my argument, and emleav-
ori;:^ to draw from it whatever conclusions might le¬
gitimately be drawn from it, seemed to be disposed to in¬

scribe to me., as an opinion lying at the foundation of
it, an idea or sentiment inconsistent with the general
proposition of the right of the people to self govern¬
ment. I am very unfortunate in my apprehension, if
I have misunderstood him ia this respect, and I was

surprized I sav because it occurred to me at the time
he was making this demonstration on me, that there
had been a

" way bill'' issu.^j from Ac'conlac, whi<*W
bore hi, signature, and that in that" way bill" I thought
i had seen, to use one of hi* own expressions, 'he most

peculiar double twisted, stewed and boiled down gdn-
tinr of distrust of somebody that! had ever conceived
oj ui my life. And, a- it applied to the people, and no

body but the people, in some form or other, it must be
a ills trust of the people. It was that while the peo¬
ple .should be permitted to elect their judges iu the first
iu.st:ujc«, there was great apprehension in trusting them
to re-elect their judges.
Mr. WISH I chali-ngo the gentleman to produce

any " way bill" from me containing such * sentiment,
i deny there is ar.v euck Mintimeut iti any " wav bill"'
of mine.

.Mr. LYONS. I have not read the gentlcnun's " way
bill " since the time it was.first issued-

M". W ISE, tin his seat.) I should think not, and
hardly then cither.

Mr. LYONS. I read it when first issued, and I havo
*ince converged with the ?enUein*n from Aecomac on

the subject of the re-election of judges, and may have
dorived my opinions on the subject r.iore from that,
..onver*ati- limn from .'lis .' way bill." He did me the
honor and tho kindness to nay =oraething to me on the
subj-ct of my ' way bill." and hence thu idea yrt* rix^t
:n my mind.

Mr. '>V iSh. In m_, *ay biii, and in tho carvaiM

before my peojdc, I have always said that I had no

distru.it of the f -ople iu the election of their judges at.
ail. The onlv diniculsy I had in my .n.ind, was not a

distrust of the pCi.p!e, but -ne which, I confer, my
friend enabled me to get over, verv smoothilv, a di-

j trust of the judges elected by the people.
Mr. L^iOXs. Ah, the gcniiemau is too astute, tak«

. tn\ word for it, and too well versed in what it is ho
should admit or say, to admit that he had a district,
ot the people. I did not intend to say either that he
had admitted be had a distrust of the neonfe. bot my

(OtnUmutd to fourth faye )


